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next service was the conquest of Quito, under-
taken under orders from Pizarro and ably carried
out with. 140 well armed men. He remained
there for some time as Pizarro9& lieutenant. But
his ambition was great. He was incapable of
gratitude or fidelity, and he conceived the idea of
carving out a dominion for himself. Resolving
upon an advance to the north, he sent some of
his captains before him. In 1536 he discovered
the plateaux of Pasto and Popayan. The natives
defended their country with desperation; horrible
cruelties were perpetrated on them, and at last
their resistance was crushed. Many fled to the
mountains, and vasts tracts of land were left
uncultivated. The city of Popayan was founded
by Sebastian de Belalcazar in 1536, in an excellent
and healthy situation on a high tableland. From
this centre the invader made incursions in various
directions. In his raid to the north-east, along
the head waters of the Magdalena, he was in sight
of Suma Paz, the lofty mountains south of Bogota.
He also extended his devastating incursions down
the valley of the Cauca, and founded the city of
Cali. The natives fought desperately, and they
refused to sow their crops, so that famine ensued
and vast tracts of once cultivated land remained